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Ⅱ. Gwangjin-gu Symbols

Gwangjin-gu Symbol Mark
The green triangle represents Achasan Mountain, the symmetrical inverted triangle symbolizes its 
reflection in the Hangang River, and the sailboat in the center signifies Gwangnaru, a historical ferry 
crossing.
The oval shape expresses Gwangjin-gu’s energetic progress and community harmony; green symbolizes 
the district’s abundant green spaces and relaxed cultural atmosphere, white represents its long-standing 
history and future, and blue signifies the clean waters of the Han River and a pristine environment.

Gwangjin-gu BI
Through close communication with residents, Gwangjin-gu pursues open governance and aims to 
become a warm, happy city for all.

Mascot Characters: Gwangyi  & Jinyi
Gwangyi: Embodies hope and brightness. The head is designed to symbolize the Han River and a boat.
Jinyi: The face resembles an azalea flower. The scarf incorporates a stylized letter “J.”

Gwangjin-gu Tree – Zelkova
Represents Gwangjin-gu’s proud history and dignified character.
In particular, the zelkova tree in Hwayang-dong, estimated to be around 700 years old, is designated 
Seoul Metropolitan City Monument No. 2 and holds high symbolic value.

Gwangjin-gu Bird – Magpie
Symbolizes a bright future. 
Traditionally considered a bearer of good news, the magpie is a familiar bird seen throughout Achasan 
Mountain and Seoul Children’s Grand Park. 

Gwangjin-gu Flower – Azalea
Represents prosperity and citizen unity. 
Azaleas bloom brightly in early spring after overcoming cold winds and harsh conditions. They are 
beloved by all and are widely distributed throughout the Achasan area.
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Ⅲ. Gwangjin-gu Regional Overview
 1. Location and Administrative Districts
  · Located in the northeastern part of Seoul, bordered to the south by the Hangang River and 

adjacent to Gangdong-gu and Songpa-gu, and to the northeast by Seongdong-gu, 
Dongdaemun-gu, and Jungnang-gu.

  · Administratively, the district consists of 15 neighborhood (dong), 375 villages (tong), and 3,035 
    hamlets (ban).

           

 

 2. Regional Characteristics
  · Serves as a gateway to northeastern Seoul, with a relatively high proportion of transient population.

  · Boasts abundant green spaces and a pleasant environment, including Achasan Mountain, Seoul 
Children’s Grand Park, and Han River Citizens’ Park.

  · A convenient and stable residential area with high development potential and future growth prospects.

  · Commercial zones have developed around subway stations near Konkuk University and Sejong 
University, attracting a continuous influx of young residents.

 3. General Overview
Area
- 17.08 ㎢ (2.8% of Seoul’s total area)
- Residential: 11.60 ㎢
- Commercial: 0.20 ㎢
- Green space: 5.28 ㎢

Administrative Organization
- 15 administrative neighborhoods (dong)
- 375 villages (tong)
- 3,035 hamlets (ban)

Population
- 169,931 households, 331,963 people
- Male: 159,237 (47.97%)
- Female: 172,726 (52.03%)

Infrastructure
- Roads: 324.6 ㎞
- Parks: 3.46 ㎢
- Water Supply/Sewage: 528 ㎞ / 357.2 ㎞

Housing
- Total households: 168,848
- Single-family houses (including multi-family): 

72,094 (42.7%)
- Multi-unit housing: 39,370 (23.3%)
- Apartments: 34,514 (20.4%)
- Row houses: 4,018 (2.4%)
- Non-residential dwellings: 5,157 (3.1%)
- Other residences: 13,695 (8.1%)

Key Facilities
- Schools: 48 (21 elementary, 13 middle, 

9 high, 3 universities, 2 others)
- Libraries: 8 public libraries, 12 Saemaul libraries
- Welfare/Medical facilities: 392 / 589
- Major institutions: District Council,  Cultural 

Foundation, Facilities Management Corporation, 
12 police stations, 6 fire stations
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Ⅳ. Gwangjin-gu Population Status
 1. Population Trends and Age/Gender Composition
  · While the number of registered residents in Gwangjin-gu has been steadily declining each year, 

the number of households continues to increase, leading to a decrease in the average number 
of people per household.

  · In terms of age and gender composition, the 25–29 age group accounts for the highest 
proportion, with males at 10.67% and females at 11.44%.

  · Due to the low birth rate, the proportion of children aged 1–4 in 2023 declined compared to 
2022 (males: 1.99%, females: 1.77%), while the number of elderly residents aged 65–69 
increased in 2023 compared to 2022 (males: 5.85%, females: 5.95%).

            

   <Figure 1> Gwangjin-gu Registered Population Trends
(Source: Gwangjin-gu Statistical Yearbook 2024)

<Figure 2> Gwangjin-gu Age and Gender Composition
(Source: Gwangjin-gu Statistical Yearbook 2024)
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2. Births and Deaths / Marriages and Divorces 
  · The number of marriages continuously declined from 2018 to 2022 but increased again in 

2023. As a result, the number of births has continued to decrease.

  · The number of divorces has been steadily declining every year.

<Figure 3> Gwangjin-gu Births, Deaths, Marriages, and Divorces    
(Source: Gwangjin-gu Statistical Yearbook 2024)

    

Ⅴ. Gwangjin-gu Health Behaviors
 1. Smoking
  · The current smoking rate among men in Gwangjin-gu significantly decreased from 38.0% in 

2018 to 28.9% in 2024, whereas the rate among women remained relatively unchanged at 
5.6% in 2018 and 5.5% in 2024.

  · Except for 2020, Gwangjin-gu's overall smoking rate has been higher than Seoul’s each year. 
In 2024, the current smoking rate was 17.1% in Gwangjin-gu and 15.7% in Seoul, a gap of 
1.4%.

<Figure 4> Current Smoking Rates by Gender in Gwangjin-gu / Current Smoking Rates in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul        
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)
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2. Alcohol Consumption
  · Gwangjin-gu’s monthly drinking rate is generally higher than that of Seoul.

  · The high-risk drinking rate among annual drinkers in Gwangjin-gu was higher than Seoul’s 
each year, but in 2024, for the first time, Gwangjin-gu recorded a lower rate (14.1%) than 
Seoul (14.4%).

          

 

<Figure 5> Monthly Drinking Rate and High-Risk Drinking Rate Among Annual Drinkers in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul         
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)

 3. Physical Activity
  · The walking practice rate in Gwangjin-gu has steadily increased since 2020.

  · Since 2022, Gwangjin-gu’s rate of moderate-to-vigorous physical activity has been lower than 
Seoul’s. In 2024, it was 26.8% in Gwangjin-gu and 26.1% in Seoul, a difference of 0.7%.

     

<Figure 6> Walking Practice Rate and Moderate-to-Vigorous Physical Activity Rate in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul    
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)
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 4. Obesity Rate
  · In recent years, obesity rates in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul have remained at similar levels 

without significant differences.

  · In 2020, Gwangjin-gu’s obesity rate dropped sharply to 24.5% from 30.4% in 2019, but it has 
increased each year since, reaching a record high of 31.8% in 2024.

<Figure 7> Obesity Rate in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul   
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)

 5. Mental Health
  · In recent years, Gwangjin-gu’s stress perception rate has generally been higher than the Seoul 

average.

  · Although Gwangjin-gu’s depression experience rate was higher than Seoul’s every year, in 
2024, for the first time, it was lower than Seoul’s: Gwangjin-gu at 7.3%, Seoul at 7.1%.

<Figure 8> Stress Perception Rate and Depression Experience Rate in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul      
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)
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Ⅵ. Gwangjin-gu Health Status
 1. Prevalence of Hypertension and Diabetes
  · From 2018 to 2021, the diagnosis rates for hypertension and diabetes in Gwangjin-gu were 

similar to the Seoul average.

  · In 2023, both rates were significantly higher in Gwangjin-gu than in Seoul, but in 2024, 
Gwangjin-gu recorded lower rates than Seoul.

<Figure 9> Hypertension and Diabetes Diagnosis Rates in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul 
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)

 2. Mortality Rate by Cause (per 100,000 population)
  · Generally, mortality rates from diabetes, heart disease, and cerebrovascular disease in 

Gwangjin-gu are similar to those in Seoul.

  · However, the pneumonia mortality rate in Gwangjin-gu is on the decline, while Seoul’s overall 
rate is increasing.

    <Figure 10> Diabetes Mortality Rate in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul      <Figure 11> Heart Disease Mortality Rate in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)
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 <Figure 12> Cerebrovascular Disease Mortality Rate in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul        <Figure 13> Pneumonia Mortality Rate in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul 
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)

 3. Participation in General Health Screenings
  · The general health screening participation rates in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul are similar, with no significant 
    differences.

<Figure 14> General Health Screening Participation Rate in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul 
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)

 4. Life Expectancy1)

  · Life expectancy in Gwangjin-gu is similar to that of Seoul.

  · The life expectancy gap between males and females narrowed each year until 2021, but began 
    to widen again from 2022.

<Table 1> Life Expectancy in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul   
(Source: Seoul Open Data Plaza, Seoul Metropolitan Government, Seoul Health Disparity Monitoring)

1) Life Expectancy: The average number of years a newborn (0 years old) is expected to live.

Category
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
Gwangji

n
83.07 80.60 85.65 83.34 80.95 85.82 83.51 81.20 85.89 83.66 81.37 86.01 83.42 81.11 85.78

Seoul 82.76 80.39 85.19 83.00 80.65 85.40 83.14 80.87 85.45 83.24 80.99 85.51 83.16 80.89 85.46
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Ⅶ. Gwangjin-gu Physical Environment
 1. Ultrafine Dust (PM2.5) Concentration
  · The PM2.5 concentration levels in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul show little difference and remain at 
    similar levels.
  · In both Gwangjin-gu and Seoul, PM2.5 concentrations peaked in 2019 and have been on a 
   declining trend since then.

<Figure 15> PM2.5 Concentration in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul  
(Source: Seoul Metropolitan Government, Air Quality Information)

 2. Park Area (Per Capita)
  · The average difference in per capita park area between Gwangjin-gu and Seoul is generally 

significant. In 2023, Gwangjin-gu recorded 9.85%, while Seoul recorded 17.96%, a gap of 8.11%.

  · Both Gwangjin-gu and Seoul show a yearly increasing trend in per capita park area.

<Figure 16> Per Capita Park Area (㎡) in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul   
(Source: Seoul Open Data Plaza, Seoul Metropolitan Government, Seoul Basic Statistics)
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 3. Sports Facility Area (Per 1,000 People)
  · Until 2019, Gwangjin-gu’s sports facility area per 1,000 people was smaller than that of Seoul. 

However, from 2020 onward, Gwangjin-gu’s figure has exceeded that of Seoul.

<Figure 17> Sports Facility Area (㎡ per 1,000 people) in Gwangjin-gu and Seoul
(Source: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA), Community Health Survey)

 4. Financial Autonomy Rate
  · Gwangjin-gu’s financial autonomy rate is generally higher than the average for autonomous 

districts in Seoul.

  · In recent years, the financial autonomy rates of both Gwangjin-gu and the overall average for 
autonomous districts have been on a downward trend.

<Figure 18> Financial Autonomy Rate of Gwangjin-gu and the Average of Autonomous Districts
(Source: Seoul Open Data Plaza, Seoul Metropolitan Government, Seoul Basic Statistics)


